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UNEMPLOYMENT IN MANJIMUP 

884. Hon ROBYN McSWEENEY to the Minister for Agriculture, Forestry and Fisheries: 
Can the minister confirm the comments by Bob Pearce in yesterday’s The West Australian that 1 000 jobs will be 
lost in Manjimup, with a spin-off of 3 000 people being put out of work, given that the headlines in my local 
paper yesterday stated that 80 businesses were set to close in Manjimup?  Will the minister suggest to the 
Premier that he visit the south west?  He has never been there and people in the south west are crying out to see 
him. 

Hon KIM CHANCE replied: 
I sought the advice of my colleagues as to whether the Premier was in Manjimup recently.  However, I cannot 
say that he was. 

Hon Robyn McSweeney:  I don’t think so. 

Hon KIM CHANCE:  I thought that he had gone to Manjimup with Hon Jim McGinty recently, but perhaps I 
was mistaken.  I answered a question similar to this question during the adjournment debate yesterday, but I am 
happy to go over these issues again. 

The PRESIDENT:  The minister is aware that he cannot repeat his adjournment debate speech. 

Hon KIM CHANCE:  I cannot?  I will try to precis it then.  The 1 000 job losses are not denied.  There is no 
secret about the 1 000 job losses; I talked about them seven months ago. 

Hon Robyn McSweeney:  There’s just hardship. 

Hon KIM CHANCE:  Yes, a great deal of hardship, and that is why the Government has decided to set aside 
$123 million to ease the transition.  However, the 1 000 job losses should not be looked at in isolation.  In recent 
years far more than 1 000 jobs have been lost in the forestry industry.  The industry has been changing for a long 
time now.  The adoption of technology and mechanisation in this primary industry, as in every other primary 
industry, has resulted in a fraction of available jobs compared with the number available in the 1940s and 1950s. 

I have urged members for some time to concentrate on a more productive issue.  I do not ignore the downside.  I 
recognise that the member has a political reason for raising this matter, that it is an entirely proper reason and I 
encourage her to continue to do so.  However, I ask her to look at the job losses not in isolation but, rather, in the 
context of the whole restructuring of the industry.  When people do that, they can see that there are aspects of 
this industry to be excited about.  It is somewhat tragic to add to the pain these people are going through by 
continually concentrating on the downside.  By all means, members should recognise the downside but they 
should also be asking how many jobs will be created in this part of the industry if 1 000 jobs are to be lost. 

I am not telling the member how to do her job.  I would like her to put more pressure on the Government - the 
shadow Minister for Forestry has done so on a number of occasions - by asking when it will provide new jobs.  I 
would be receptive to that argument because the Government’s aim is to generate new jobs.  I do not mean new 
jobs in the way suggested by Hon Barry House.  Jobs will not necessarily be created in the plantation timber or 
tourism industries alone.  They will have small areas of job creation.  However, I expect jobs to be created in the 
value-adding industry, and other areas that we cannot yet confirm but we are not far from confirming.  Jobs will 
be created, such that I believe in four to five years more people will be working in the timber industry in the 
south west than there are now, or were a year ago.  That is the focus on which I would like to maintain this 
debate.  From the Opposition’s point of view, the member would serve her constituents better by concentrating 
on keeping - 

Hon Robyn McSweeney:  I live there. 

Hon KIM CHANCE:  I realise that but the member was resting her eyes. 

The PRESIDENT:  Order!  This is question time. 

Hon KIM CHANCE:  Thank you, Mr President.  That is the issue on which members should concentrate.  
Continually concentrating on negative issues does nobody any good and it certainly does no good to the morale 
of people in the south west. 
 


